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1 (currently amended). Cage apparatus, [ fu r t r anap oi ii i ty l ivfc poult r y J wherein: 
the apparatus includes a plurality of sepa rate individual cages; 
in respect of each or>e of the caaca of the Pluralitv:- 

the individual cage is nhysicallv suitable for containing a nd transporting live poultry on a 

road-transport truck: 
the [appa r atus l cage includes a support framework, being of metal components 

including metal uprights and members, fixed together into an open rectangular 

configuration; 

thR Individual cage [whrch] is of such length, width,, and height dimensions that the 
plurality of cages [ s e oci i al o f th e m] can be stacked on the truck; 

the individual naoe is a s t urdy, stand-alflna. sRif>contained structure, whereby each 
individual caaQ. with poultry birds co ntained therein, is physicailv capable of 
being picked uo as a unit, and of being lifted o nto the truck as a unit; 

the support framework is so arranged as to define poultry-receiving trays, which are 
arranged in a plurality of rows of trays, and a plurality of columns of trays; 

in respect of each trav of eac h cage:- 

the tliaya hava respect i ve fl ei c ^r pand a] trav has a floor , left and right side panels, a roof 
panel[«], a rear closure panel[»], and a front doorkl, which together define 
[respective] a rectangular chamber[*l inside the trayl*]; 

the front rtni;^r is pivntable with respect to the framew ork, between an open position 
and a closed position: 

the rectangular chamber[*w] is so configured as to be suitable for receiving several 

poultry birds per tray; 

at least one Isom*] of the panels of the [iwrtrh] tray js [are] of open lattice form, having 
openings of such large size and configuration that the chamber inside the tray 
can be characterised as light and well-ventilated, the openings being also of 
such small size and configuration as substantially to prevent the protrusion of 
body parts of the birds outside the tray; 

[ in res p ect of eau l i Imy l the floor [ paii e l U i eie o f is ] of the tray includes a panel of 
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plastic, and [ whic h] extends from the front to the rear, and from the left side to 
the right side, of the tray chamber; 
the panel of plastic has either no perforations^ or. If having perforations, the 

perforations are so small that the foot of a poultry bird cannot enter therein: 
[ i n r es p ect o f each tr ay ] with several poultry birds contained [t he rein] in the tray, the 
[fteor] panel [t h e reof) of plastic is of such form and robustness, and is so 
mounted in the support framework, that [ wa te r] liquid entering the tray 
substantially cannot form pools, over substantially any portion of the upper 
surface of the floor panel with which the birds can come into contact. 

Claim 2 (original). Apparatus of claim 1, wherein the floor pane* has a middle area, and front 
and rear end areas, and the floor panel is domed, in that the middle area lies at least 
0.7" higher than a line joining the front and rear end areas. 

Claim 3 (original). Apparatus of claim 1, wherein the floor panel is formed with drainage slits, 
which are wide enough to permit liquids on the upper surface of the floor panel to drain 
through the floor panel, and are narrow enough to resist snagging the feet of birds. 

Claim 4 (original). Apparatus of claim 1, wherein each floor panel is a one piece moulding, 
and the support framework includes means for supporting each floor panel at the front 
thereof, at the rear, and in the middle, the floor panel being rigid enough that, when so 
supported, deflection of the floor panel due to the weight of [btrd^l poultry thereon is 
not enough to create pooling. 

Claim 5 (currently amended). Apparatus of [ ulaim 1 1 claim 4 , wherein the said weight of 
poultry on the floor panel Is of the order of a hundred pounds. 

Clafm 6 (currently amended). [€agwl Apparatus Qf claim 1. [ Foi UanAp or lii i y l ive p ou l t r y, ) 
wherein: 

[ t h e a p pa r atus includes a supp or t f ia m e i^/uik, being uf in e lal uui i iMun e M t a i n c l udin g me t a l 
u p ii yl' itA and c r o&s - me m bers, f i xe d t oge the r int o a n o pen r ectangu l a r c o nf iguration. 
t/ i ^l i lU 'i i6 of such l e n gth, width, and h ei ght, t ha t we r a i of t hem can bt stacked two 
hiy l i un a truck; 

Lli e f r amewo r k is s e a r ranged aa lu d e fine puult i y - ieueiv i ny tiayA, vuhich aic or r ongcd i n a 
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p,,,.,,,,,^.,,^^ «.h.U . l u ^uLhu UL FIM U ti »u mnanyu l m i I n n r^r 

tlia l x c tQ! ^ ^ u^^^^ LuiifigiLii ^-ti t o bn auilBblb Tu i le cc iv lng several | : ^uulllV birdn 

p e r tray; . 
tl. HU M.. . n r U U . y. ol..ar th a n . .uu. .uuU. a . t .il , i t ^ 



cha . uLl u uuJ l y I I I "■i i.l.laluU. ih c pun uli.. i n.J Juu . Lu. i j f i ^ 

and oo..l.yu . .ll ui. u-i J tn prm,e .. l U.a >. . ul.u.. u.. uf UuU, Mf U u f . h. H r rK 

ouiside the nay; a nd] 

the panels and the door of each tray are of plastic, to tha e>«ent that birds housed with.n the 
tray can rest in contact with only plastic material, and substantially cannot rest .n 
contact with the said metal components. 

aalm 7 (original). Apparatus of claim 1 , wherein: 

[2] the apparatus includes a fence panel, which is a one-piece plastic moulding, of such 
height as to extend from top to bottom of the cage; 
the fence panel is arranged to form a vertical wall for all the trays forming one column 

of trays; 

the vertical fence panel is so arranged in relation to the uprights of the support 

framework as to be prevented from falling outwards relative to the cage by 
engagement with the said uprights; 
the vertical fence pane, is so arranged in relation to the floor panels of the trays in the 
column of trays as to be prevented from falling inwards relative to the cage by 
engagement with the said floor panels, whereby, but for the presence of the 
floor panels, the fence panel would fall inwards. 
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Claim 8 (currently amended). Apparatus of ItMrr^] daimZ. wherein: 
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the fence panel is of rectangular form, having top. bottom, left, right edges; 
substantially no points on the said edges protrude out from tha support framework; 
substantially all points on the said edges lie so close against the uprights and cross- 
members of the support framework as to be protected thereby from contact 
with solid objects outside the cage. 
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CWm 9 tcurrently amended). Apparatus of [Mr^] dainil, wherein the fence panels are of 
the said lattice form, the openings being defined by ribs, and being configured as deep, 
wide open boxes. 

CWm 10 (currently amended). Apparatus of Ictemr6) clamg, wherein at a vertical location 
of the fence panel that lies just above one of the floor panels, the ribs defining the 
boxes are spaced vertically further apart than at other vertical locations of the fence 
panel, the wider spacing being such as to define a flushing port, to allow debris washed 
from inside the tray to be flushed out therethrough. 

Claim 11 (currently amended). Apparatus fiUlaUnJi [ inc l u d i n y u n upen a bl e d o o r ) wherein: 
12] the [eppuiuluj inuluUur s3 support f rameworktr^nctedtngl includes spaced-apart h.nge- 
supports; 

(3) the apparatus Includes bearings, arranged in the hinge-supports to guide the door for 

hinging rotation about a hinge-axis straddling between the hinge-supports, 

between [an] the open position end [a] the closed position; 
[4J the apparatus includes inter-acting cam faces, being a door-cam-face which is 

rotationally fast with the door, and a frame-cam-face which is rotationally fast 

with one of the hinge-supports; 
151 the bearings are so structured that the said two cam faces can move exially relatively. 

and the cam feces are so structured as to remain in camming engagement 

during such axial movement; 
16] the [epperatesl Ki»..ina means includes a spring, arranged to bias the cam feces 

towards each other; 

[7] the inter-acting cam faces are formed with respective complementary door-opening 

cam-slopes and respective complementary door-closing cam-slopes, these cam- 
slopes being so angled that axial movement of the cam faces is correspondingly 
accompanied by rotational movement of the door; 

18) the cam-slopes are so arranged that, when the door is rotated away from its closed 

position, at first the door-closing cam-slopes engage, and the spring biasses the 
door to rotate back towards its closed position, but when the door is rotated st.ll 
further away from its closed position, the cs-m-slopes go over-centre, whereby 
the door-closing cam-slopes disengage and the door-opening cam-slopes engage, 
and whereby the spring biasses the door now to rotate towards its open 
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posKior*. 

_ . . Ik ^rsoara-tus of claim 1 1 , whieroln: 

t2) eloor-opon*ne *=»iTi »iw ^^^^ s»rina-lnclucecl door- 

13) wl^erebv =.prir.o-.n<loo-«l door-olo«.oo foro- ore=x«r xhao xr>o ==pr.na 

Opening forco. 

Cl-im 13 .oMoIn-n. Appor-*"- ^ ^ • where.,,: „^„,«^«„,„,v door-oper, 3top- 

12, tH- io..r-otlnB car« f-o ornr,-d wit., re.peot.,.e «.r„plen.or..»rv do 

.3, « P P..oe. « ~ ae..o» .He aoor-..o.eC e.C .oo.-.poo Poe.X.o.e o. 

.Ke .xorrereT:.- 1. re.pe«.,,. P - ,u..«......v .e-.-v -o. ... .-e « 

tH« mnge-axls- 

\^rr.::L•.n/re:; ... ..n«e ..... ..v.n« . ...^...r ...n .wo 



^i.im 1 T whierein the surfaces of tHo cam tnat rut> over 

W3.er per,-.r..inB between The ....1 -orf.ce. o.noot colleet .nd r.m-.n 

tHorebetween, tMJ« dra.n. awev 
0..,«, <oH«.na.>. App-r..o. of o-i., 1 wbe«.o xbe epH.« .3 e oo,..p .oo oo.. .prina. 

concontric wlxh xl-ie hinoe axis. 
Olelm -. -7 l«.w. Apparatus of o.airr, 1 . wb-r-.n .He froo. door i„ol^deB a 3prir,a-bi333ir,o 



r>lahi on Tlie -crude 
Cl«im 19 C«ew>. Apparaxus of claim 1, wHerein: 
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?Hr:rPor.arrro:. err.: o:.:^■;o..c.e. .oo.... ^o, reoe...r,« ... .or.. . ^or. ... 

,3, ..e ,oor.Tarrr..rd..v .....re... ...P ... a^PPO- f«...wor. ^ — 

,r,d.v.dM-. e.0. o." b. r...e«. aoa .rar,.por.eC bv a forlc t.f. .r«ok. 
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